MORE THAN JUST A
\ WORLD HERITAGE SITE

, . In order to be included in the World Heritage List, an area must be of outstanding universal value. UNESCO uses several different criteria to assess whether an area merits World Heritage Site status.
& | 4 » ¢ = It deemed the Wadden Sea to be globally unique in at least three of those criteria! It is outstanding in its importance for the conservation of biodiversity and ecological and
- : = geological processes that proceed in the Wadden Sea mostly natural. A World Heritage Area must also be complete and intact, and the protection and management must be effectively secured.
This is ensured thanks to the nature conservation areas and the trans-boundary cooperation in the Wadden Sea.

Would you like to find out more about the
Wadden Sea World Heritage Site?

Then visit our website:
www.waddensea-worldheritage.org
There you will also find useful links to other organizations " b - 3 N
that are active in the Wadden Sea Area.
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The Wadden Sea ibe
World Heritage Site

Whichever part of the Dutch or German The Wadden Sea - unique in the world!

North Sea coast or its islands you visit, The Wadden Sea forms an unparalleled, dynamic landscape. and, in some areas, even from the mainland to one of the islands or
Nowhere in the world will you find such a vast, varied area, sculpted Halligen. You're actually walking on the living seabed! The best and
by the constant flow of tides. Even now, changes are noticeable on safest way to experience the true magic of the place is under the
a daily basis. A complex system of channels and streams alternates leadership of an experienced guide.
= with exposed mudflats and sand banks. You will find mussel beds,
WU 7 A, dense patches of sea grass and mud flats full of shellfish. Walking on the mud flats, you will hear only the sound of wind and
0 g/k"s""' On the foreshores of the coast, the islands and Halligen, extensive the calls of the birds. Here you can see for yourself how the

Ti

you will be surveying an area that holds
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a natural beauty, unique in the world:
the Wadden Sea.

In June 2009 the Wadden Sea was added
to the World Heritage List. Why is the
Wadden Sea a World Heritage Site?

And what does this mean? = — =k S

flowering salt marshes alternate with white beaches and dunes. This constant interaction between wind, water and waves has shaped the
uniquely varied landscape means the Wadden Sea provides habitats landscape since the last Ice Age - and how it continues to do so.
for more than 10,000 plant and animal species and is a crucial A skein of geese cackle in the air. A wader cautiously picks its way
stopover for millions of migrating birds. on the newly-exposed seabed, looking for worms and shells. The
salty air and mud-rich waters fill your senses. Cockles and worms
under your feet cause movement in the water and sand. Prawns
EXpEI’iEI’]CG the Wadden Sea - flash by your ankles and you can see flatfishes close by in the
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, - D ] : N walking across the living seabed ! shallow water. Air bubbles, created by algae, burst at the water's
Find out more in this leaflet! , ' e T e G5 ' ‘ / surface. Legions of small crabs, cockles, mussels, starfishes and
e R = e — ? Low and high tide alternate every six hours in the Wadden Sea, hermit crabs are exposed by the retreating sea. You even have the

el bringing about stunning changes to the landscape almost every privilege of watching seals sunbathing on a sand bank - but keep
o Leeuwarden 4 Groningen Niedersachsen

Hariingen minute of the day. You can experience this the whole year round. an appropriate distance!
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JBremen During low tide, it is possible to walk far out onto the mudflats -
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World Heritage Site since June 2009 What is a World Heritage Site?




